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1. The repetitive wooden bar installation optically changes the dynamics of the space.
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Oriental lifestyle design brand
Zens unveiled its first European
showroom in “Pakhuis de
Mercuur”, a former tobacco
storehouse on the bank of one
of Amsterdam's oldest canals.
With 18 boutiques in China,
including Beijing, Guangzhou,
and soon Shanghai, Zens is
bringing Oriental culture with
a contemporary flair to the
European market. Specializing
in home ware products such
as dinnerware and carafes,
as well as coffee and tea
sets crafted from high quality
porcelain and glass, Zens
artisan products aim to re-
create Eastern traditions with
modern day sensibilities by
using design innovation.
Schilder Scholte architects designed the interior, and have commmunicated
Zens ethos of 'subtle, present, simple' with a delicate, shrine-like aesthetic,
which aims to radiate a numinous quality. Hundreds of light blue wooden
bars have been installed on walls and the ceiling to embrace the
customers within the new store. The repetitive wooden bar installation
optically changes the dynamics of the space and softens the atmosphere.
This echoes the ambience desired for a tea ceremony in south Asia.

Zens commissioned Dutch artist Rodger Creemers to paint a mural on one
of the interior walls. Using tea as a medium, he has painted abstracted tea
plants, which tie together the space and products within.

"Together with the Zens team, we strive 1o let take this as the starting point
of a much longer journey, positioning the definition of oriental lifestyle
within an international contemporary context" said Jorg Van den Hoven,
Director of Zens Lifestyle.

The contemporary, artisan brand, who's most recent project is a mobile
tea set for BMW, encapsulates an understanding of Oriental wisdom
alongside innovation. Combining design knowledge from across the
globe with ancient, eastern wisdom, Zens intend to deliver an unison of
functionality and spirituality. Text by Schilder Scholte architecten
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2. The mural on the back wall using tea as a medium, which ties together the space
and products. 3. The simplicity and careful placement of three Oval shaped displays
in the middle of the room.
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4. Oval shaped wall showcases bring harmony to the space. 5. The illuminated displays soften the atmosphere of the showroom. 6. The blue wooden
bars become the reflection in the lit frosted glass tops of the displays. 7. The illuminated golden back plates provide the warm glow.
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